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Visit www.kielconference.uni-kiel.de to submit your abstracts!
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Scales of Social, 
Environmental &  
Cultural Change  
in Past Societies13.-18.03.2023

Contact: 
KielConference2023@roots.uni-kiel.de 
www.kielconference.uni-kiel.de

Venue: Kiel University 
 Leibnizstr. 1 
 24118 Kiel, Germany

We are looking forward to your contributions! 
On behalf of the speakers of ROOTS and the CRC1266

Johannes Müller

The presentations are scheduled for 15 minutes plus 5 minutes of 
discussion. Poster presentations are also possible. Abstracts are limited to 
2,500 characters (incl. spaces) and may include up to 5 references.

Abstracts can only be submitted via the conference website:  
www.kielconference.uni-kiel.de from 15.08.22 to 15.10.2022. The review-
period is until 15.11.2022. Registration for the conference will be possible 
from November onwards.

Cremation is gaining popularity in present-day 
Europe, while inhumation is rejected for primarily 
economic and practical reasons, i.e. cremations 
being a more affordable option and for lack of 
burial plots in the larger cities. The reasons for 
choosing between cremation and inhumations were 
however not as simplistic in the past, a cremation 
pyre will for example require knowledge and large 
amounts of wood and might not have been neither 
easier nor economically more affordable. Recent 
archaeological studies have shown that the ‘simple’ 
cremation graves hold valuable information about 
intricate mortuary processes and practices (e.g. body 
treatments) surrounding the funerals, which opens 
the space for further questions and interpretations 
regarding social, cultural or religious aspects (e.g. 
body concepts, symbolic communication, change 
of religious beliefs and taboos in death rituals). 
Interdisciplinary studies have revealed detailed 
insight into burning conditions on the pyre as well 
as absolute dating and mobility analyses of the 
cremated bone.

We invite papers from a broad range of disciplines 
working with cremation practices and burials in the 
past and today, including archaeological case studies 
of cremation cemeteries, burial rites and burial 
goods. We especially welcome paper investigating 
historical and ethnographic sources, religious and 
social studies, anthropological studies of human 
and animal remains, and applications of scientific 
methods on cremation remains, e.g. strontium, 
carbon and oxygen isotope analysis and radiocarbon 
dating.

Session 23
Through the flames and into the grave – multidisciplinary research into past and 
present cremation practices and burials
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